
Oakland Unified School District Receives USDA Grant to Increase Local Foods in School 
Cafeterias

Oakland, CA, November 18, 2013 – Oakland Unified School District Department of Nutrition 
Services is pleased to announce that we are one of 71 projects spanning 42 states and the District of 
Columbia receiving support this year through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm to 
School Program, an effort to better connect school cafeterias and students with local farmers and 
ranchers. OUSD received a $100,000 implementation grant to impact over 35,000 students across 
86 schools and 20 child development centers.

“In rural and urban communities across the country, farm to school is teaching students 
where food comes from and how it gets to their plate, and encouraging them to make healthier food 
choices in the cafeteria and at home,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “Farm to school 
programs are an investment in the health of our nation’s children and in the vibrancy of rural 
economies.”

“California schools serve nearly one billion meals a year,” says Executive Director Zenobia 
Barlow. “When we offer our children healthy food grown right here, we help them to learn and grow
—as well as support the economy, preserve precious resources of land and water, and reactivate 
regional food systems.”

USDA Farm to School grants help schools respond to the growing demand for locally sourced 
foods and increase market opportunities for producers and food businesses, including food 
processors, manufacturers, and distributors. Grants will also be used to support agriculture and 
nutrition education efforts such as school gardens, field trips to local farms, and cooking classes

In partnership with the Center for Ecoliteracy and the Community Alliance with Family 
Farmers, OUSD will use implementation funds to develop and expand an innovative school lunch 
program called California Thursdays, with two primary goals.  First, we will increase the amount of 
California grown and processed products consumed by children in the OUSD by developing and 
testing recipes made with California crops and expanding our local sourcing to include grains, 
meats, and dairy in addition to fresh produce.  This increase will establish new supply chain 
relationships which will benefit not only OUSD, but the entire CA economy.  Second, we will increase 
students’ awareness of the origin and agricultural character of the food items on their plates 
through a robust marketing and communications program.  We understand that to make significant 
change, shifts in school meal procurement must be accompanied by shifts in student awareness and 
understanding of Farm to School principles. 

In our first pilot CA Thursdays menu this year, we served  1200 pounds of organic dinosaur 
kale; 875 pounds of Chorizo; and 2,000 pounds of organic chopped tomatoes—all from California 
and in one day.  We look forward to using the USDA grant to develop and expand this program so it 
is a weekly institution at OUSD.   

OUSD Farm to School Supervisor, Alexandra Emmott describes the California Thursdays 
Program as an opportunity to “deepen our farm to school commitment by focusing on produce from 
small family farms as well as proteins, grains, and dairy grown and processed right here in 
California.  Here in Oakland, we're both feeding and engaging a new generation of eaters with fresh 
local ingredients and delicious scratch-cooked recipes.”

USDA is focused on improving childhood nutrition and empowering families to make healthier 
food choices by providing science-based information and advice, while expanding the availability of 
healthy food. USDA's Farm to School Program is part of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010, 
which authorized USDA to provide grants and technical assistance to help schools gain better access 
to local foods. For a complete list of fiscal year 2014 Farm to School grant recipients, please see: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/FY_2014_Grant_Award_Summaries.pdf. 
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